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Secretary Perdue Names FSA 
Administrator 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced today the 
appointment of Richard Fordyce to serve as Administrator of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency 
(FSA). In his role, Fordyce will provide leadership for FSA and its 
mission to support agricultural production across America through a 
network of over 2,100 county and 50 state offices. 

Richard Fordyce, a fourth-generation farmer, most recently served 
as State Executive Director for FSA in Missouri. Prior to his 
appointment by the Trump Administration, Fordyce served as the 
director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture from 2013 to 
2017. In 2015, Fordyce was awarded the Missouri Farm Bureau 
Distinguished Service Award and the Agricultural Leaders of 
Tomorrow Alumnus of the Year. He and his wife, Renee, have two 
children and grow soybeans, corn and beef cattle on the family 
farm. 
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offices.usda.gov. 

 

  

For more information about the Farm Service Agency, please visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several 
policy updates for acreage reporting for cover crops, revising 
intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as 
updated the definitions of “idle” and “fallow.”  

Reporting Cover Crops: 

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types 
can be chosen from the following four categories: 

 Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is 
classified as a grass plant or cereal grain, and would 
include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: 
cereal rye, wheat, barley, oats, black oats, triticale, annual 
ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, 
Italian or Hungarian millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum 
and other millets and grasses.  

 Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, 
including, but not limited to, clovers, vetches, peas, sun 
hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes.  

 Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is 
classified as a non-legume broadleaf, including, but not 
limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, 
rapeseed, oilseed rape, and mustards, as well as other 
broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower, 
buckwheat, and safflower.  

 Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species 
planted at the same time, for example, oats and radishes. If 
the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or 
grazing and is not terminated according to policy 
guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a 
cover crop and the acreage report must be revised to 
reflect the actual crop.  

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting 
Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage 
reporting deadline has passed and the crop has already been 
reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. 
Producer share interest changes alone will not allow for revisions to 
intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision must be 
performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 
calendar days from the date when the new operator or owner 
acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and 
new producer crop share interest in the previously reported crop 
acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be 
provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a 
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legitimate operator or ownership and producer crop share interest 
change occurred to permit the revision.  

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must 
timely file acreage reports. Failure to file an acreage report by the 
crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future 
program benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided 
more than a year after the acreage reporting deadline.    

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. 
Producers will use form “FSA-578” to report grazing allotments as 
animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The 
local FSA office will need the grazing period start and end date and 
the percent of public land.   

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a 
Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) which is not planted or 
considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or 
skip row. For example, the balance of a field that could not be 
planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted would be 
reported as idle.    

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a 
crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land that is normally planted is 
purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. 
Resting the ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and 
conserve moisture for crop production in the next growing season. 

 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool 

FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural 
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay 
and grazing acres.   

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well.  

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 

 There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to 
post an ad online.  

 Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id.  
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 Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months.  

 Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and 
remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate 
advertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for 
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts.   

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your 
local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov.  

 

USDA Enrollment Period for Safety Net Coverage in 2018 

Farmers and ranchers with base acres in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) safety net program may enroll for the 2018 crop year. The enrollment period will 
end on Aug. 1, 2018.   

Since shares and ownership of a farm can change year-to-year, producers must enroll by 
signing a contract each program year.   

The producers on a farm that are not enrolled for the 2018 enrollment period will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs for the 2018 crop should crop prices or farm 
revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 
Producers who made their elections in previous years must still enroll during the 2018 enrollment 
period.  

The ARC and PLC programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to 
agricultural producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered 
commodities. Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, 
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long 
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more 
details regarding these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

Report Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
Losses 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters including excessive wind and qualifying drought (includes native grass for 
grazing).   

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2018 crops. A notice of loss must be 
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 
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days of the final harvest date.  

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is 
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, 
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and 
industrial crops.  

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.  

 

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  

The Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2018 so it is important that 
potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan 
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.   

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans 
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring 
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.   

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible 
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used 
for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other 
needs associated with a farming operation. The staff in your county office can provide more details 
on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers and 
members of underserved groups are a priority.  

Other types of loans available include:  

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and 
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer 
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.    

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible 
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A 
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage 
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.    

Please call the county office if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA. 

 

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership 
Loans 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help 
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current 
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future 
generations.   

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: 
regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan 
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option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.   

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends 
up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of 
the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA 
guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment 
period for the loan is up to 40 years.  

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot 
be used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility 
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a 
farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is 
submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the business operation 
of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.   

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

Communication is Key in Lending 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary 
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan 
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is 
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for 
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s 
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:  

 Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation; 

 Any significant changes to family income or expenses; 

 The development of problem situations; 

 Any losses or proposed significant changes in security In addition, if a farm loan borrower 
cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on time, contact your farm loan 
staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. For more information on FSA farm loan 
programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

 

Questions?  
Contact Us  

STAY CONNECTED: 
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SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:  
Manage Preferences  |  Delete Profile  |  Help 

This email was sent to michele.hoyt@ma.usda.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on 

behalf of: USDA Farm Service Agency · 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. · Washington, DC 20250 

· 800-439-1420 
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